
September 22, 2014 
Failing to Learn From Failure 

Failure is not a bad thing if, after experiencing it, seeing the result, we all learn 
something from it and do things better next time.  

But we live in a corporate, upside-down world these days and no failure so horrific tht 
we don’t fail again and again in the exact same ways, doing the exact same things 
with the exact same people running the exact same programs.  

In 2009, with George Sheldon at the helm, Florida DCF had a record number of 
children killed while in the system; more than 160.  He used a little accounting trick to 
rid himself of that pesky high number, and only counted those who already had 
coroner’s inquests, and failed to accept the coroner’s inquests as ‘final’ for long 
enough to keep the number down to 69, which was in itself, higher than the grand 
total of all children killed while in State Care, from all the other states combined. 
That’s 49 other states, added together, could not match the 69 number that Sheldon 
claimed.  

He later claimed success measured by how many children were no longer in care. 
Yes, children who were dead, counted as ‘success’. Children who had been removed 
from safe Foster homes, and handed back to the very people who had abused, 
neglected, raped and assaulted them previously, counted as ‘success’.  No wonder 
the real total was drastically higher!  

And we don’t know if there were more than 160, 200, or even 300 children murdered 
that year while in George Sheldon was at the helm of DCF, because the Miami 
Herald, who dug up the data, was not given full access to all the records.  

Why did he count the number of children who were placed in danger or who had 
been murdered as ‘success’?  Because that is the criteria set forth by the Casey 
Family Program that oversees and directs the Departments of Children and Families 
in most states, if not in all the states by now.  

CFP is basically a lobbying organization that has somehow gotten into the system as 
the private overseer of all these programs.  CFP has one over riding philosophy: 
Foster Homes are Evil, and children are better off staying with their abusers than to 
be placed in Foster Care.  

You would think that after the first child died, horrifically, they would see the 
fundamental flaw in their plan. But they didn’t. Nor did they see it when the 10th, 50th, 
100th child was murdered… they changed nothing. They kept the criteria for ‘success’ 
the same, and that was the only benchmark that these agencies had to meet in order 
to qualify for funding.   

Less and less goes to the children, more and more goes to CFP and the agencies, 
and Foster Care is left with less and less support, all throughout the land.  
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That was 2009. Nothing has changed in the CFP overriding principal philosophy 
since then. Nor before then, for the 40 or more years that they have been infesting 
children’s services, all the way to the very top of the ACF (Federal) and beyond.  
Children died?  That’s one less child in Foster Care, one less child in the system—
“Success!” 

CFP pats themselves on the back, frequently.  They have a lot of support from the 
congressmen they have lobbied over the years.  No one asks them for proof that their 
‘program’ is working, nor the facts behind the ‘numbers’.  CFP never keeps any 
accounting of any child deaths. Ever. They can never tell you how many children died 
while in care, nor how many were killed after they were removed from care. They 
don’t count those kinds of things.  

Nor can they tell you how many children were placed back with rapists and felons. 
They don’t count those numbers either.  They have been the shadow behind all failed 
Child Services agencies in the country, and they have made billions off of it, most of it 
tax free.  

September 23-24 they are ‘putting on a show’ at the  Ft. Totten CCCC Amphitheater 
called: “Spirit Lake Children’s Symposium”.   

You may think CFP is new on the scene of the ever increasingly dysfunctional Tribal 
Social Services debacles, now headed by the one person that has the least 
qualifications to the point of having NO qualifications, Melissa Merrick-Brady, who will 
be one of the featured presenter at this ‘symposium’, but in fact, CFP and their hacks 
have been guiding Tribal Social Services on the rez for more than 10 years.  

Yes, 10 years and they have continued to make it worse and worse. They have 
learned nothing from the slaughter of the innocents, and they continue to support the 
worst offenders, while harassing those who would make it better.  

They have to support the worst offenders because if those guys go down, they 
expose the CFP for it’s culpability in these harms and murders to children over the 
past 10 years.  As children were being raped and murdered, neglected to the point of 
needing hospitalization, and no one outside of their little club knew about it, some 
children were actually placed in Foster Care homes outside of the rez, because even 
with nine qualified homes on the rez, it could not meet the demand of over 100 
children needing refuge and care.  

Once it got noticed that children were being forced on the rez to live with sex 
offenders (Registered sex offenders) and in one home, 3 Registered Sex Offenders, 
none of which are related to the children forced to live with them, it became a matter 
of ‘showing good numbers’.  Children were yanked out of safe and secure Foster 
homes, and in many cases, the very homes that had nursed them back to life after 
severe abuse and neglect, and placed them back into the very homes that were 
dangerous for them to begin with.   
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That covered two areas of ‘data’: 1.) Since most of these Foster Homes were not 
receiving the payments for the children’s care, (those checks went into someone 
else’s pockets) so they could clear the books of those, and 2.) removing children from 
Foster Care was seen as ‘Success’! 

In all those thousands of files that were shredded under the orders and control of the 
BIA when they took over Tribal Social Services, you can bet that they were covering 
not only the abuses and sex crimes against those children, but hundreds of 
thousands of dollars that had gone into the pockets of the corrupt who were running 
Tribal Social Services.  

Children with severe medical needs were ripped out of safe homes and handed over 
to the people who hurt them to begin with, with little or no notice.  

That was done with CFP fully aware of what was going on. After all, CFP had been 
directing the policies and procedures of that department for 10 years. They had to 
know about all of it. There is no way they could not have known.  

Just like in Florida, in 2009, where a one-year sampling is gut wrenching, CFP has 
overseen and supported the increasingly bad actors in charge of Tribal Social 
Services.  

Further, the BIA and CFP and ACF all ‘intermingle’ their players. People go from CFP 
directly to work in either the BIA or ACF and vice-versa.  One might say that they 
have a vested interest in not allowing the corruption in any of those agencies to be 
revealed or investigated, even at the cost of thousands of tiny lives, brutally cut short 
and thousands more, forever bent and ruined by constant abuse.  

So, if you attend the ‘Symposium’, do ask Anita Fineday of CFP why they don’t keep 
records of how many children are murdered and how they are murdered and why, if 
they have that information do they not learn from it over the past 40+ years, and stop 
putting children in the exact same dangers that lead to their deaths, torture or 
destruction?  If she tells you she doesn’t have those numbers, ask her who in CFP 
would have those numbers and that data?  

Ask Melissa Merrick-Brady when and where she obtained her Masters in Social 
Work, which is required to head that department. (She has no degrees that qualify, so 
expect a really interesting song and dance).  

Ask Anita Fineday if CFP in fact did pay for the attorneys or legal fees and travel 
expenses for Russ McDonald, and why?  

And do show up for the Recall on Russ. It’s Today. Some failures can be ousted. 
Others, like CFP, thrive at the expense of children’s lives and our tax dollars. 

You know where to find me. 

~Cat 


